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Arrer the dedicatory prayer, the choir 
sang the following 


DEDICATION HYMN. 
Words by Charles Walker. 


And another House erected, 
Links the living with the dead. 


Oh how anxious souls are waiting, 
Kager watching for the day, 
When kind friends on earth will save them, 
In God's own appointed way. 
Let no loved one’s spirit linger, 
Loose the bands, we have the keys; 
Christ hath 


t for all a ransom, 
And will grant them sweet release. 


Blessed be Thy name, J 
For this — 
Children’s earts turned to their fathers 


Through Thy power, great Hloheim. 


Glory, er, praise, dominion, 
— 
Let hosannah’s rend — 
OHORUS. 
Hallelujah, shout hosannahs!! 
Glory be to Christ the Lamb! 


Choirs angelic, join the chorus, 
Praises to the great I AM. 


Patriarch John Smith said the pre- 
sent was a happy time for him. He was 
present at the dedication of the Tem- 
ple in Kirtland, though only a child 
at that time, and attended the dedi- 
catory services of the several Temples 
which had been erected by the Saints 
since that time. Testified to the 
truth of the Gospel, and assured the 
Saints that inasmuch as they would 
live in obedience to the laws of God 
no power should prevail against them. 

Apostle John Henry Smith said his 
heart was filled with gratitude at hav- 
ing the privilege of speaking. Allu- 
ded to the previous speaker as the 
heir to the priesthood and represent- 
ative of the oldest branch of t 
family to which he belonged. 
seeing the people assembled who had 
gathered from various parts of the 
earth, he was reminded of the rich 


2 
— — 
— God, th’ eternal Father, 
nd Thine ear, accept our praise; 
While we dedicate this — 
Lat Thy 
y rest upon it, 
Hallow now this N shrine, 
Fill its courts with joy and gladness, 
Holy Fi ther, it is Thin e. 
a = of sunshine pierce the prison, 
esus lighten up the gloom, 
Millions hail the Joyful 
Vict’ry oer death, hell and tomb. 
Oh what rapture fills the captive! 
Christ hath crushed the ~ head, 
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ete gs made by the Almighty in 
half of His faithful children, and 
felt sure that the offering made in the 
erection of the Temple would be ac- 
cepted of the Lord. Exhorted all 
present to be faithful to their trust, 
and invoked the blessing of God upon 


em. 

President John Morgan said he felt 
to echo the words of the preceding 
speaker. Felt more like meditating 
upon the work in which the Saints 
were engaged and the marvelous man- 
ner in which they bad been blessed, 
than speaking. garded the present 
sight as a fulfilment of the prophecy 
made more than 2,500 years ago, that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house 
should be established in the tops of 
the mountains, and that all nations 
should flow unto it, as numerous na- 
tions were —— in the present 
audience. The thought that friends 
who were dead were looking forth 
from the portals of eternity with 
anxiety for the living to perform a 
work in their behalf, should be suffi- 
cient alone to stimulate any one to be 
faithful and to engage in that labor 
when the opportunity was offered. 
Bore testimony to the divinity of the 
work which the Saints are en 
in, and of the calling of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith and his successors in 
office. 

President Jacob Gates bore an earn- 
est testimony that no greater prophet 
had ever lived than Juseph Smith, to 
whom had been revealed the kuow- 
ledge which enables the Saints to 
build Temples and administer therein. 
This was the fourth Temple which he 
had attended the dedication of. Felt 
that the trying scenes which he had 
been required to pass through during 
his membership were not worthy to 
be mentioned in view of the glorious 
blessings which he in connection with 
the Saints bad received. 

Eider J. D. C. Young referred to 
the early teachings of his mother and 
the impressions made upon his mind 
and the incentives implanted therein 
by the same. Rejoiced in the work 
of the Temple building and in the 
contemplation of the ordinances to be 
performed therein. 

Elder Wm. F. Cahoon said he had 
attended the dedication of all the 
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Temples erected by the Saints ex 

that of St. George. Testified to the 
truth of what the world called “ Mor- 
monism.” Formerly lived with the 
Prophet Joseph, and knew him to 
have been inspired. Was baptized 


Oct. 16, 1830—the same year the 
Church was organized. made it 
known to him before he was baptized 


that the work was true, and that the 
— of Mormon was an inspired re- 


cord. 

Elder Robert Campbell said he was 
grateful for his present privilege. Felt 
to exclaim in contemplating the past 
history and present surroundings 
of the Saints, What hath God 
wrought?” Inasmuch as the Saints 
would labor unitedly to establish the 
work of God, he was sure no powcr 
would ever shake them. 

— John W. Taylor said that 
he hoped to receive knowledge from 
God in relation to his ancestors who 
had passed away without knowing the 
Gospel, and concerning whom he was 
now in ignorance. Once had a visit 
from his brother David John after his 
death, and enjoyed a long conversa- 
tion with him, such as he hoped to 
again to be privileged with. Related 
a dream or vision which he had of 
President Young’s funeral cortege, 
and in which was portrayed unto bim 
the character of the persons who took 
part therein, as well as the rewards or 
punishment they would attain to. Af- 
terwards saw the funeral in reality as 
it had beén shown to him in vision. 

President A. O. Smoot said he 
could declare of a truth that the Lord 
had accepted of the Temple, and that 
many thousands would caused to 
rejoice over their deliverance through 
the work therein performed. Knew 
the Church when it included but one 
small Stake. Had a testimony that 
the Lord was with Zion and that it 
would not be removed out of its place. 
Had never entertained a doubt ora fear 
for fifty-three years as to the triumph 
of the work in which he was engaged. 
The Lord would not forsake Zion. 
Was assured that the time was near 
at hand when the promises made con- 
cerning the redemption of Zion would 
be fulfilled. This was a blessed land, 
and God would protect his people 
therein inasmuch as they would be 


* 
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faithful. Had heard the Prophets 
Joseph and Brigham say there would 
be hundreds of Temples built in this 
land. No fears need be indulged in 
as to the Saints being displaced. The 
more they were persecuted the more 
they would increase and the stronger 
they would 2 
Apostle F. D. Richards said his 
heart was full of thanksgiving for the 
recious opportunity afforded him. 
he things which were from above 
were sacred, and were to be spoken 
by constraint of the spirit. On the 
3rd of next month it would be fifty 
rs since he embraced the truth. 
as blessed with a testimony while 
on his way from his home in New 
England to Missouri, which effectu- 
ally satisfied him of the truth of the 
Gospel and the divinity of the 
Prophet’s calling. The greatest sor- 
row he had ever experienced had been 
over his uwn imperfections. In the 
Temple to-day were assembled repre- 
sentatives of all the quorums and 
councils of the Church, The erecting 


of the Temple was a matter of as 4 


much interest and cuncern to those 
who had passed behind the veil as to 
the * For years, ever since the 
site had been selected for it, they had 
watched with anxiety for its comple- 
tion. The magnitude of the work to 
be performed by the Saints could be 
conceived by a simple calculation for 
a few generations of the number of 
one’s ancestors. Christ died that He 
might become the Saviour of the dead 
as wellas of the living. So did the 
Prophet Joseph die after having per- 
formed the work allotted to him in 
this life, that he might stand at the 
head of this generation behind the 
veil. It was consistent to believe 
that upon an occasion like the present 
the spirits of the faithful prophets 
and apostles who had died should be 
present. How sad it would be for 
one now living and having the privi- 
lege of performing a work in the 
Temple to die and be confronted in 
the next world by friends and rela- 
tives, and there asked if he had done 
the work for their redemption, if he 
should have to inform them that he 
had been remiss and failed to do so. 
Doubtless such a person would be 
filled with regret, and wish he could 
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spend but one year upon earth and 
devote his time to such a work. Was 
but a youth in his teens when he be- 
came acquainted with Joseph Smith, 
but knew him to be a man of God, 
us he did also his successors in office. 
Could testify that the present Apos- 
tles were increasing in knowledge, de- 
votion to God, and love for the peo- 
ple, and that the people could safely 
trust them as their leaders. Believed 
that the Lord as well as the spirits 
of worthy men who had away 
would come and visit the Temple, 
and comfort the Saints by their pre- 
sence, 
The choir sang the following 
DEDICATION ANTHEM, 


By A. C. Smyth. 


Words selected from the prayer of Solo- 
mon, at the dedication of the Temple at 
Jerusalem. 1 Kings, chap. viii. 


* God, hear Thou the prayer 
y 
Servant prayeth ; have thou respect unto 


Hear thou in H Thy dwelling place, 
ear thou in Heaven, w 
And when thou hearest, 8 Lord inva” 


men. 
President Canute Peterson said the 
present was One of the happiest days 
he had ever experienced. Could tes- 
tify that God would be quite as will- 
ing to accept of the Temple as the 
brethren had been to dedicate it. Be- 
lieved that the site of the temple had 
been set apart ages before President 
Young selected it upon which to erect 
the present structure. Did not believe 
there was any chance work about the 
Church and Kingdom of 

Elder W. H. Folsom felt that words 
were inadequate to express his joy at 
being present at the dedication of the 
Temple, a pleasure he did not expect, 
a few years since, to live to enjoy. 
Had felt sometimes that the sacritices 
made by sume of the S.iots in this 
Temple District to aid in the building 
of the Temple were too great. Tes- 
tified that the prolongation of his life 
and his restoration to health had been 
due to the blessing of God bestowed 
in response to a promise received in 
the St. George Temple. Felt to praise 
and bless aud thank the men who had 
labored upon the Temple. Knew that 
the Temple had been accepted of the 


E and that His Spirit was pre- 
sent, 
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President D. H. Wells said he had 
learned through his connection with 
Mormonism, so-called, to know God, 
a lesson of which the whole world was 
ignorant until He revealed Himself 
unto His Prophet Joseph Smith. Men 
existed before the foundations of the 
earth were laid, — 7 — 
they in their former exi 
ence kad been taken from them, and 
the divine knowledge obtained in 
mortality had 2 been lost 
through transgression. The ordinan- 
ces of the Gospel and their object and 
order were also unknown until re- 
vealed in this age. So also was it with 
the destiny of man. The saying that 
no one would be lost except the sons 
of perdition would seem to imply 
that no woman would be eternally 
lost. Could testify from his observa- 
tion that women generally were better 
and more virtuous than men. In- 
voked the blessing of God upon the 
congregation. 

Apostle H. J. Grant said he enjoyed 
for the first time in his life the privi- 
lege of speaking in a Temple of God. 

othing afforded him so much happi- 
ness as the consciousness of God’s 
rr and the testimony which he 
had of the truth of His work. Many 
throughout the world who did not 
believe the Gospel were led by curio- 
sity or pride to compile genealogical 
works by the hundred, for which the 
had no use after they were prin 
In this they were preparing the way 
for the work to be pertormed in Tem- 
ples by the Suints of God who were 
unable to obtain the information 
otherwise which was thus afforded 
them. For this he felt to give God 


the glory. 
The choir sang the following 
- HYMN OF PRAISE. 


throne ; 
Let all nations bow before Thee, 
And d 


the room, 
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Led by Apostle Lorenzo Snow, the 
audience united in shouting Hosannah 
to God and the Lamb, forever and 
forever. Amen. 

The closing prayer was offered by 
— John Henry Smith, after 
which thecongregation were permitted 
to , two and two, thro the 
various rooms of the beautiful struc- 
ture, the interior of which greatly 
surpassed in magnificence the rich an 
chaste and finely proportioned ex- 
terior. 

The services closed at 3 p.m., hav- 
ing continued five hours. At 5 p.m. 
the children of the Saints were ad- 
mitted to view the structure. 


The same services were repeated 
the two following days, except that 
different speakers were called upon 
to occupy the time ; and on the second 
day Apostle F. D. Richards read the 
dedicatory prayer; and on the third 
day Apostie F. M. Lyman read it. 
The speakers on the second day were 
Apostle John W. Taylor, Bishop An- 
son Call, President Angus M. Cannon, 
Bishop McRae Bishop Kesler, Coun- 


selor J. B. Maiben, Elder ‘Young, 
Cyrus S. Wheel B. Nobles, Dr. 
Isaacson, Apostle Heber J. Grant, 


John Henry Smith, and Apostle Lo- 
renzo Snow. The tenor of the preach- 
ing was very similar to that of the 
first day. The testimonies borne were 
pointed and strong, and the interest 
of the 1,500 or more people who were 
crowded in the room, continued un- 
abated for five hours and a half. 

Those who occupied the time on the 
Wella. were — — 

ells; Counselor Henry 0 
Ephraim, Elder Lorin Farr, of Ogden, 
Apostle John W. T. lor, Elder Mil- 
ando Prutt, Apostle Heber J. Grant, 
Elder A. H. Lund. tle 
F. D. Riobards, Elder L. q 
Manti; Elder W. H. Seegmiller, Rich- 
field ; Apostle John Heury Smith, 
Elder David M. Stewart, of Ogden, 
Apostle F. M. Lyman, and Apostle 
Lorenzo Snow. 

The actual services occupied five 
hours. Under ordinary circumstances 
such a protracted meeting would sim- 

ly be unbearable. On this occasion, 
owever, with over 1,700 people in 
there was not the slightest 


222 — 
Glorious is Thy name, Almighty Lord; 
All the = stand round about Thy 
We praise Thee, we give thanks to Thee, 
We adore Thee, we glorify Thee. 
Lord, we adore Thee, we — Thee. 
Heaven is Thy throne and carth is Thy 
footstool ; 
Thou art King over all the world. 
Glorious is Thy name, O Lord. 
Blessing and honour be to God 
Forever and evermore. 
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indication of uneasiness; indeed, the 
congregation seemed to have made up 
their minds to sit a whole day and a 
ight, if it were necessary. 
uring the three days over which 
the dedicatory service extended, the 
speaking has been animated in the 
highest degree, and, as a rule, to the 
point. Each speaker seemed to feel 
that he must say as much as possible 
in the shortest possible time, with a 
sincere desire to make the meetin 
interesting to everybody. Apostle 
Snow, who presided with great dig- 
nity and precision, made up his mind 
that in the choice of speakers all 
classes should be represented. In 
this he did not fail. The third day 
perhaps more than upon the two 
vious days, the speaking was particu- 
larly vigorous. To be sure all the 
remarks were in the nature of testi- 
monies to the truth of the work in 
which the — Saints were en- 
Many of these testimonies, 
owever, were extremely interesting, 
and especially those of the old veter- 
men who had been identified 
with the Church of Jesus Obrist of 
Latter-day Saints almost from the 
day of its inception. To sit and 
listen to such men as Elder Lorin 
Farr and Apostles Lorenzo Snow and 
Franklin D. Richards recount their 
E of and experience with 
Joseph Smith, the founder of the 
great Latter-day religion, was a treat 
that cannot be enjoyed every day. 
Every speaker bore the same testi- 
mony, namely, that the work in which 
they were engaged was of divine ori- 
gin, the opinion of the world to the 
contrary, notwithstanding. 
Great satisfaction is exp on 
every hand at the appointment of 


Counselor Daniel H. Wells as super- 
intendent of the Temple. No better 
ee om have been made — 

5 ition. It was expected that 
— te the Temple would be com- 
menced a few days after the dedica- 


tion. 

On the first day, just as Profes- 
sor Smyth was concluding the volun- 
tary—a selection from Mendelssohn 
a number of the Saints in the body 
of the hall and some of the brethren 
in the west stand heard most heavenly 
voices singing. It sounded to them 
as angelic, and appeared to be behind 
and above them, and many turned 
their heads in that direction wonder- 
ing if there was not another choir in 
some other part of the building. 
There was no other choir, however, 
and nothing was transpiring but the 
concluding of the voluntary by Pro- 
fessor Smyth, and a little confusion 
in the body of the hall consequent 
upon the ushers seating the congrega- 
tion. 

Some of the Saints saw the spirits 
of Presidents Young and Taylor, J. 
M. Grant, and others in the Temple, 
and the heads of some of the speakers 
were surrounded by a halo of heavenly 
light during the services. The Saints 
enjoyed a spiritual feast extending 
through the three az and many 
shed tears of joy while listening to 
the testimonies and admonitions of 
the servants of God. There can be 
no question but that God has accep- 
ted the Manti Temple at the hands of 
His Saints and will bless all who have 
in any degree assisted to build it, or 
who, not having the means to assist, 
have said in their hearts, I would 
have helped if I could.” 


AMERICAN ANTIQUITIES. 
— 


Cognate truths support one another, 
and the more of them that are brought 
together the stronger does the mass 
becume. The Book of Mormon being 
a true history of the ancient inhabi- 
tants of the American continent, is 
sustained and cuntirmed by all of 
the accurats knowledge and reliable 


which have been brought 


to light in relation to American anti- 
quities Hence the more light thrown 
upon the latter subject, the more 
proof there will be of the truth of the 
record brought forth by the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. It is gratifying to be- 
lievers in that record to note the pro- 


ress which is being made in the 
— of a scien vin 


406 


its contents. 

We have heretofore published re- 
ferences to the work of an archseolo- 
gical expedition which bas been oper- 
ating in Arizona, under the patronage 
of a wenltby Judy of Massachusetis 
named Mrs. Hemenway. 

Relative to the work of this expedi- 
tion an eastern exchange says :— 

“ Many thousand relics of the pre- 
historic races, which have been dug 
up near Tempe and Pheenix, Arizona, 
by a scientific expedition under the 
direction of Frank H. Cushing, are 
on their way east, and will be stored 
at Salem, Maseachusetts, where an 
iron building has been erected for 
that purpose. The objects include 
pottery, stone utensils and weapons, 
ornaments and skeletons of men and 
animals, There are also drawings 
and photographs of the ruins, and of 
the ancient picture writings and maps 
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of the places visited. The expedition 
bas been at work for over a year, their 
expenses being paid by Mrs. Mary 
Hemenway, who hasa long time taken 
an active interest in archsvlogical re- 
search in this country. It is conjec- 
tured that Mrs. Hemenway means to 
establish a museum where the speci- 
mens may be kept and exhibited 
permanently. Such a museum would 
certainly stimulate the interest in 
American antiquities, which already 
gives signs of being keener than ever 
before,’ 

The result of the establishment of 
such a museum, and of a scientific ex- 
amination and investigation of its 
contents, would be the throwing of 
_ upon the history and civilization 
of ancient America, and thus the 
claims to credence of the Book of 


Mormon would inevitably be strength- 
ened. 


BEHIND PRISON WALLS. 


The following are extracts from a let- 
ter written to a friend in Logan b 
Elder H. G. Boyle, now in the Uta 
Penitentiary for having lived with 
de wives and refusing to repudiate 
them :— 

“Our fare here is very good now, 80 
it is said by the older inmates of this 
institution; indeed, I find it much 
better than I expected. I have had 
no barsh word spoken to me since I 
came here cig t weeks ago. I eat well 
and sleep well, and considering I am a 
convict my conscience is pretty easy. 

On the 5th of May the Sugar House 
ward school, numbering from eighty 
to one hundred students, being out on 
a May walk visited us with their 
teacher, Miss McGhie. They occupied 
the top of the west wall. Under or- 


dinary circumstances this sight would 


not have created any great sensation ; 
but under our circumstances it makes 
it hard to describe. At their first 


— 


appearance on the wall the prisoners 
gathered in a large group below inside 
with the pen band, consisting of two 
guitars, cheering the little boys and 
girls with the sweetest strains of 
music; among the pieces rendered 
was ‘Sweet Home,’ Then the school 
sang one of their sweetest songs, and 
then was given alternately music b 
the band and singing by the school. 
The boys and girls meanwhile threw 
bouquets to us in the pen. I confess 
I broke down in my feelings, and I 
did not see any one that bore it any 
better than I did. Rough, strong men 
gave way to their feelings and were 
melted to tears. Many bad not seen 
bome or friends for months. Those 
little children standing on the wall 
against the silvery clouds of the west 
looked as good and pure to us as 
angels, and none of us will soon for- 
get that sight, or the impression it left 
upon us.” 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarised from Territorial Papers. ) 
The new penitentiary is now occupied by the prisoners confined there. 


=~ 
— 
— 
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Marshal Dyer lately demanded possession of the new Z. C. M. L. factory, 
claiming a right to it as Receiver, in the suits against the Church. The 
demand was not acceded to. 

Colonel Blount and two companies of the Sixteenth United States Infantry, 
acoompanied by the regimental band, arrived from the east at midnight, May 
29th, and the next morning were transferred to Fort Douglas. 


The work of the Union Depot, at Ogden, which was ordered to begin some 
weeks ago, is continuing with unabated activity. Work on the buildings was 
to begin on June 16th, and prosecuted vigorously, as the depot is to be com- 
pleted by October of this year. 


Suit has been instituted by Receiver Dyer for certain factory stock at 
Provo, alleged to be the property of the Church. Service was made by De- 
puty Vandercook on A. G. Smoot on Tuesday, and thirty days allowed i in 
which to answer. 


Judge Zane delivered an address at the Decoration Day services at Ogden 
on the 30th of May, in which he complained that the people of Utah had no 
minds of their own. And yet, sitting as a court, Judge Zane has often lec- 
tured the same people with having too much mind of their own. 


Hon. John W. Young, the originator and principal owner of the Salt Lake 
and Fort Douglas Railway, being desirous of celebrating the birthday of his 
father, the late President Brigham Young, issued a special invitation to the 
members of his}father’s family to join the party formed for the purpose of 
taking the initial ride over the road, the opening of which has been looked 
forward tojwith pleasure, forming as the roud does a valuable acquisition to 
the conveniences and requirements of Salt Lake 2 It is a notable cele- 
bration of a notable event. 


The first! general conference of the Young Men's Mutual Improvement 
Associations, convened in the large Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, on the 2ad 
inst., Elder Junius F. Wells presiding. The conference extended through 
two. days, for which a special programme was arranged consisting of lectures on 
a variety of subjects, interspersed with music and extemporaneous addressess. 
An epistle was also read from the general Superintendents, in which valuable 
counsel to the young was imparted, aud wise suggestions made respecting the 
future plans to be adopted by the associations, 

The children of the Primary Associations in Salt Lake City celebrated the 
anniversary of the late President Brigham Young’s birthday—the lst of June. 
The children assembled in the vicinity of the private cemetery where the 
remains of President Young are buried, and proceeded thence to Liberty 
Park, where the day was spent in appropriate festivities. The News says :— 
“The celebration of the ‘anniversary of Brigham Young’s birthday by the 
children of the Primary Associations is appropriate and fitting. Love for 
little children was with him a passion. Whenever he was brought into 
contact with them he never failed to give them aff-ctionate recognition. It 
used to be the delight of the little ones in the settlements when he visited 
them, as was his custom, to turn out in holiday attire and give him a loving 
greeting. 
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MONDAY, JUNE 25, 1888. 


— — 


A NEW WITNESS FOR GOD. 
—0 
OHAPTER VII. 

In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established (2 Cor. xiii, 1). 

Without doubt human testimony is to be duly and strictly sifted, and every defect in 
its quantity or quality is to be recorded in the shape of a deduction from its weight. But 
as there is no proceeding more irreverent, so there is none more strictly irrational than 
its wholesale depreciation. Such depreciation is an infallible note of shallow and careless 
thinking, for it generally implies an exaggerated and an almost ludicrous estimate of the 
capacity and performances of the present generation as compared with those which have 
preceded it.—- GLADSTONE. 

It may well be supposed by the reader that in giving such an important 
volume of revelation to the world as the Book of Mormon is, the Lord has 
given to us more than one witness to testify of its truthfulness. He who 
gave the law that “in the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word 
be established,” will surely not require mankind to receive the Book of Mor- 
mon on the testimony of one witness alone. No indeed! He has given other 
witnesses, and their testimony, I think, scrutinize it as closely as you may, 
will be lacking neither in quantity nor quality. Before adducing the testi- 
mony of these other witnesses, however, a few remarks about a question 
that some unbelievers havs asked about the plates from which the Book of 
Mormon was translated may not be out of place. 

“Tf Joseph Smith really had in his possession the plates on which the his- 
tory of ancient America was written,” it is asked, “why, after he had tran- 
slated them, did he not place them in some museum, or institution of learn- 
ing, that the whole world might have examined them? This would have 
dispelled all doubts respecting the matter.” Inthe first place Joseph Smith 
was at liberty to pursue no such course. The heavenly messenger who gave 
the plates into his keeping, charged him strictly not to allow them to go out 
of his hands; he was required to keep them sacred and allow no one to see 
them but they to whom God should command him to show them. This 
covenant under which the Prophet Joseph was placed, he kept; and after 
the work of translation was completed the plates were given to Moroni, who 
- doubtless has them to this day in his possession. Secondly, a part of the 
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book of plates was sealed up, and according to the words of the angel the 
time for it to be translated had not yet come. Thirdly, it would appear that 
the Lord designs that men should walk by faith, and not by sight in this pro- 
bation: that they should only come to a knowledge of things through exer- 
cising the power of faith. In proof of this we may refer to the history of the 
past: when the Son of God was suffering upon the cross, his tormentors, the 
Scribes and Pharisees, mockingly said to him—“ Thou that destroyest the 
temple and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of 
God come down from the cross. He saved others, himself he can- 
not save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come down from the 
cross, and we will believe him” (Matt. xxvii, 40—42). The writer in con- 
versation with unbelievers in the New Testament, has frequently been told 
by them, that Jesus in not accepting that challenge lost His grand opportu- 
nity of at once proving His divinity. If He was the Son of God, in their 
judgment, He ought to have come down from the cross, and by that act con- 
vinced His traducers that His pretentions were valid. But the world seems 
slow to learn that the ways of God are not man’s ways, nor His thoughts as 
our thoughts. Failing to come down from the cross at the demand of His 
murderers, unbelievers think at least that after He arose from the dead He 
should have shown Himself to the whole people. Instead of that, however, 
after His resurrection, He associated only with a few of His faithful disciples, 
for a limited period, and then departed. Respecting this matter the Apostle 
Peter says: 

God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power, . 

and we are witness: s of all things which he did both in the land of 
the Jews and in Jerusxlem: whom they slew and hunged on a tree: bim God 
raixed up on the third day, and shewed him openly; not to all the people, 
but unt» witnesses cho-en before of God, even to us who did eat and drink 
with him after he arose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach 
unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of to be 
the Judge of quick and dead (Acts x, 38—42). 

So it is with the Book of Mormon. The Lord did not shew the original 
records to everybody, but He caused them to be exhibited to certain wit- 
nesses, and gave commandment that they should testify of these things to 
the world. 

In the Book of Mormon itself is contained a statement that when it should 
be brought forth it should be shown by the power of God unto a number of 
witnesses—the prophetic language of Nephi is— 

At that day when the book shall be delivered unto the man of whom I 
have spoken, the book shall be hid from the eyes of the rye that the eyes 
of none shal! behold it save it be that three witnesses shall old it by the 
power of God, besides him to whom the book shall be delivered; and they 
shall testify to the truth uf the book and the things therein. And there is 
none other which shall view it, save it be a few according to the will-of God, 
* > testimuny vf His word unto the childreu of men (u Nephi, xxvii, 

Moroni says, in one of those numerous explanatory passages to be found in 
connection with his abridgement of the Book of Ether: 

Ye be privil that ye shew the plates unto those who shall 
assist to bring forth this work. ‘And unto three aball they be shown by the 
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power of God; wherefore they shall know of a surety that these things are 
true (Ether v, 2, 3). 

When the work of translation was in progress, and those engaged in it 
learned that it was to be the privilege of three to behold those plates by the 
power of God, Oliver Cowdery, David Whitmer and Martin Harris desired 
to be those witnesses. It was ascertained by a revelation from the Lord 
through the Urim and Thummim that they might be on condition of their 
faith. A few days afterwards they retired to the woods, and after calling on 
the Lord in faith and mighty prayer, received an open vision in which they 
beheld the heavenly messenger and the plates and the engravings thereon, 
and at the same time they heard the voice of God breaking through the 
silence, saying: These plates have been revealed by the power of God, and 
they have been translated by the power of God. The translation which you 
have seen of them is correct, and I command you to bear record of what you 
now see and hear.” 

In obedience to that commandment those three men published to the 
world on the fly-leaf of the Book of Mormon, and it is printed with every 
copy that has been issued, the following statement: 

Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and pee le unto whom 
this work shall come, that we, through the grace of God the Father, and our 
Lord Jesus Christ, have seen the plates which contain this record, which is a 
record of the people of Nephi, and also of the Lamanites, their brethren, and 
also of the people of Jared, who came from the tower of which hath been 
spoken; and we also know that they have been translated by the gift and 
power of God, for his voice hath declared it unto us; wherefore we know of 
a surety that the work is true. And we also testify that we have seen the 
engravings which are upon the plates; and they have been shewn unto us by 
the power of God, and not of man. And we declare with words of sobern 
that an angel of God came down from heaven, and he brought and laid befvre 
our eyes, that we beheld and saw the plates, and the engravings thereon; and 
we know that it is by the grace of God the Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that we beheld and bear record that these things are true; and it is 
marvelous in our eyes, nevertheless the voice of the Lord commanded us that 
we should bear record of it; wherefore, to be obedient unto the command- 
ments of God, we bear testimony of these things. And we know that if we 
are faithful in Christ, we shall rid our garments of the blood of a l men, and 
be found spotless before the judgment-seat of Christ, and shall dwell with 
him eternally in the heavens. And the honor be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost, which is one God. Amen. : 

OttveR CowDERY, 
Davip WHITMER, 
MartIn Hagpis. 

The subsequent history of those witnesses gives a peculiar force to their 
testimony. | 

Let us here observe that seeing a heavenly messenger or hearing the voice 
of God, by no means places men beyond the power to do evil, or gives them 
an immunity from the temptations of the Adversary. Noah received revela- 
tion from God, and yet after being preserved from the floud, he so far forgot 
himself as to get drunk: David, a man after God's own heart, after enjoying 
sweet communion with God, and receiving many revelations from Him, was 
at last guilty of the heinvus sin of defiling another man’s wife: Peter, after 
going into the mountain and witnessing the glorious ministration of Moses 
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and Elias to the Messiah, and hearing the voice of God declare that Jesus 
was His beloved Son, was so weak that he afterwards denied having any 
knowledge of Him. I do not refer to these incidents in the lives of these 
characters to weaken the esteem any one may have for them, but to show 
that neither a revelation from God nor the visitation of angels takes from 
man the power of doing wrong. It was so in the case of Oliver Cowdery and 
his fellow witnesses. They transgressed the laws of God, and the Church 
was in duty bound, and did withdraw fellowship from them 

The theory of the world in relation to the Book of Mormon is, that Joseph 
Smith, Oliver Cowdery and the others conspired to deceive mankind by 
palming off upon them this book as a revelation. Suppose for a moment, in 
order to bring out the force of the testimony of these witnessess, that that 
theory is correct. Then when these men were in transgression, violated 
Church discipline, would Joseph Smith dare to break friendship with them 
by excommunicating them? Would he not, on the contrary, say in his heart, 
“It matters not what these men may do, I dare not raise my hand against 
them; for if I do they will divulge our secret compact, and I shall be execra- 
ted as a vile impostor by the whole world, and shall be driven out from 
society a vagabond. At whatever cost I must cover up their iniquity, lest I 
myself by them be exposed to shame.” Such, doubtless, would have been his 
course of reasoning; and had he with them conspired to deceive mankind, 
such, doubtless, is what would have taken place; for I maintain that men 
who would be base enough to concoct such a deception, would also be base 
enough to expose it all when they became disaffected towards each other. 
But nothing of the kind took place. When these men violated the law of 
God and would not repent and forsake the evil they did, Joseph Smith nor 
the Church would any longer fellowship them, but boldly excommunicated 
them. 

By that act Joseph Smith virtually said to them—‘‘ Gentlemen, God has 
made you witnesses for Him in this age of spiritual darkness and unbelief, 
but you refuse to keep His laws, therefore we must withdraw the hand of 
fellowship from you. This may fill you with anger and malice; you may 
raise your hand against me and this work to destroy it; Satan may put it 
into your hearts to deny the testimony you have borne; but I know you 
received that witness from God, I was with you when you received it, I saw 
the glorious messenger from heaven show you the plates; I heard the voice 
of God bear record to you that the translation was correct and the work true 
—now deny that testimony if you dare—this work is of God, and He can 
sustain it even if you should turn against it; therefore we will not fellowship | 
you in your weakness—you are cut off from our association—do your worst.” 
That is what that action said; but though Oliver Cowdery and David Whit- 
mer became the pronounced enemies of Joseph Smith, and sought bis over- 
throw, yet they never denied that testimony they bore to the truthfulness of 
the Book of Mormon. Through all the vicissitudes of life they remained 
true to that trust committed to them of God. In my opinion they dared 
not deny that which God had revealed; it drew with it consequences too 
weighty for them to meet—the eternal perdition of their souls! 

Both Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery just previous to their death hum- 
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bly repented of their sins and returned to the Church, and died in it. David 
Whitmer never sought his way back, but always remained true to his first 
statement. The writer called upon him some three years ago, and heard his 
testimony from his own lips, and many particulars connected with the coming 
forth of that marvelous work. He said that he had nothing to add to his 
statement on the fly-leaf of the Book of Mormon; nor had he anything to 
take from it—“ There it is,” said he, and it is true in every particular.” He 
died on the 25th of January, 1888, in his 84th year, and to the last was faith- 
ful to his trust. On the 22nd of January he called his family and a number 
of his friends to his bedside that they might hear his last testimony. Ad- 
dressing his attendant physician, when all had gathered around him, he said: 
Dr. Buchanan, I want you to say whether or not I am in my right mind, 
before I give my last testimony?” The Doctor answered: “Yes, you are in 
your right mind, for I have just had a conversation with you.” He then 
directed his words to all who surrounded him, saying: 


Now you must all be faithful in Christ. I want to say to you all that the 
Bible and the record of the Nephites (Book of Mormon), are true, so you 
can say that you have heard me bear my testimony on my death bed. All 
be faithful in Christ and your reward will be according to your works. God 
bless you all. My trust is in Christ forever, worlds without end. Amen. 


The Richmond Democrat of January 26, 1888, in giving an account of 
David Whitmer's last testimony concerning the visitation of the angel and 
his revealing the plates, suys: 


While describing this vision to us, all traces of a severe cold from which 
he was suffering disappeared for the time being, his form straightened, his 
countenance assumed almost a beautified expression, and his tones became 
strangely eloquent. Although evidently no studied effort, the description 
was 4 magnificent ese of word painting, and he carried his hearers with 
him to that lonely bill by the old farm, and they stood there with him awed 
in the divine presence. Skeptics may laugh and scoff if they will, but no 
man could listen to Mr. Whitmer as be talks of his interview with the angel 
of the Lord, without being most forcibly convinced that he has heard an 
honest man tell what he honestly believes to be true. 


Such is the testimony of the three witnesses, But in addition to their 
statement is the one made by eight other witnesses to whom Joseph Smith 
was permitted to show the plates. That, too, is found on the fly-leaf of the 
Book of Mormon, and is as follows: 


Be it known unto all nations, kindreds, tongues, and people unto whom 
this work shall come, that Joseph Smith, Jun., the —— of this work, 
has shown unto us the plates of which hath been spoken, which have the 
appearance of gold; and as many of the leaves as the said Smith has trans- 
lated, we did handle with our hands; and we also saw the engravings 
thereon, all of which hus the appearance of ancient work, and of curious 
perry snag © And this we bear record with words of soberness, that the 
said Smith has shown unto us, for we have seen und hefted, and know of 
a surety that the said Smith has got the plates of which we have spoken. 
And we give our names unto the world, to witness unto the world that 
which we have seen; and we lie not, God bearing witness of it. 


CHRISTIAN WHITMER, Pace, 
JACOB WHITMER, JosEPH Surrn, Sen. 
PETER WHITMER, HYRUM SMITH, 
JOHN WHITMER, Sanum H. SMITH. 
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This testimony is of peculiar force for the reason that those who bear it 
could not have been overawed by the dazzling splendor of an angel from 
heaven. Joseph Smith whom they well knew, and with no demonstration 
of supernatural powers, showed to them the plates which they handled and 
examined to their heart’s content; they could not have been deceived, and 
they solemnly testified to what they had seen and handled. 

It seems to me that if human testimony can establish anything, then the 
fact of the existence of the plates from which the Book of Mormon was tran- 
slated is established, and he who will not allow belief to take hold of him 
from such testimony, would not believe though one should raise from the 
dead and declare the same things. What these men say they saw, heard and 
handled cannot be resolved into delusion or mistake. They could not have 
been deceived in the appearance of the angel, his visitation was in the open- 
air—in a wood convenient to the home of David Whitmer, and in the broad 
light of day; they heard his voice and distinctly saw his person, and stood 
near enough to him to see the characters that were engraven apon its plates. 
Nor could the eight be mistaken, since they held in their hands the plates 
and examined them for themselves. Let the testimony of these eleven 
witnesses be scrutinized as closely as it is possible to examine testimony, and 
it will be found unassailable and utterly irrefutable. It lacks nothing, 
neither in quantity nor quality, and for that reason it will condemn those 
who reject it. R 


By dispatch we learn that the Swiss and German company of Saints that 
left Liverpool on the 9th inst., arrived at New York in safety, and embarked 
for Norfolk on the 20th. All well. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


—0 

The world’s annual consumption of wheat is estimated at about 2, 168, 000, 000 bushels. 

During the first five months of the present year nearly 8, 000 more emigrants of British 
origin left the United Kingdom than in the same period of last year. 

President Cleveland, on the 6th inst., was nominated by the Democratic Convention 
at St. Louis as the candidate of the party for the Presidency of the Republic. 


The organised Militia force of the United States includes 8,210 commissioned officers 
and 92,627 men ; while the men available for military duty throughout the country, con- 
stituting the national reserve, number 7,920,768. 

After making a 120-ton gun, and subsequently a 140-ton gun, Herr Krupp, of Essen, 
is now manufacturing a 150-ton gun. The latter is similar to that weighing 140 tons, but 
is longer, and will have a greater range. The Essen establishment is reported to be 
very busy at present on an order from the Austrian Government for 150 heavy siege 
guns. One of the 120-ton guns made for the Italian Government has been fired more 
than two hundred times, and is said to be still in good condition. 

M. Marambet, in a communication to the Paris Academy of Medicine, states that 
after examining 3,000 convicted criminals, he found that of the vagabonds and the men- 
dicants 79 per cent. were drunkards; of the assassins and incendiaries, 50 and 57; of 
robbers, 71. Of those convicted of crimes against the person, 88 per cent. ; and those 
guilty of attacks on property, 77 per cent. were alcoholies. Of 100 criminal youths under 
twenty, 64 are already drunkards. Drunkenness has greatly increased in France since 
the consumption of spirits has supplemented that of wine. 
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It will probably be a matter of surprise to many persons to learn that in the city of 
New York overcrowding exists to a very much greater extent than in London. Accord- 
ing to Dr. R. Stracey, the Registrar of Records, overcrowding in New York—to the 
extent of 16°37 persons to a dwelling in 1880, as compared with 7°8 in London—is such 
as to render it very improbable that the deathrate of New York can ever be reduced so 
low as that of our metropolia. In accounting for this, the difference of climate, which 
Dr. Stracey considers more trying in New York, must also be taken into consideration. 
We have no deaths from sunstroke to record, and registration below zero is almost un- 
heard of in London ; and although one sometimes is impelled to hunt up a fresh vocabu- 
lary of adjectives to describe our variable climate, it is at least refreshing to know there 
are worse.— Medical Press. 
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New York, May 29, 1888. 
President Geo. Teasdale, 

Dear Brother,—We are thankful to 
our Heavenly Father that we have 
been thus far spared to communicate 
to you our progress towards the land 
of Zion. 

We left Queenstown at 12 noon the 
20th, and experienced good weather 
until the Slat, when we encountered 

uite a rough sea, lasting until the 
Aach. prost rating nearly every member 
of our company with sea-sick ness. 
However, as the weather improved, 
the Saints gradually regained their 
usual health, and soon began grouping 
together singing the songs of Zion. 

At Queenstown a number of Irisb 
emigrants embarked with us for New 
York. These manifested almost from 
the start a feeling of hostility, band- 
ing themselves to disturb and annvy 
us. This feeling increased in intensity 
until Sunday, the 27th ; while holding 
a meeting (concerning the propriety 
of which council had been taken and 
permission obtained), we were obliged 
to make complaints, which resulted in 
the officers promptly dispersing this 
element and assuring us we need have 
no fears that our rights should be 
res In the evening we held 
another meeting, and was given most 
respectful audience. After each meet- 
ing many questions were asked and a 
number of tracts distributed. 

On the evening of the 28ch a con- 
cert was given, and we were invited 
to and did take part in it. 

Early Tuesda 
thunder-storm, the ball on the main- 


topeail was struck by lightning and 


morning, during a thanks 


destroyed ; but no further damage 
was done. 

A written testimonial was given to 
the officers of the 8.8. Wyoming, of 
whose conduct and kindly considera- 
tion towards us we feel we cannot 
speak too highly. 

About 10.30 a.m. on the 29th Sandy 
Hook was sighted ; the weather was 
beautifully fine, and the sea like a 
huge sheet of glass. As we near 
New York we suddenly become aware 
of the fact that we are in the Ameri- 
can climate, for the heat is intense. 

At 1 p.m. the Customs officers board 
our ship and register the saloon and 
intermediate passengers, and take 
their depositions in regard to their 
luggage. We pass two vessels in qua- 
rantine with smallpox aboard—one 
a German Lloyd steamer, the other 
the Ethiopia, of the Anchor line. 

At 2 p.m. we arrived at the Guion 


Wharf, and were met by Mr. Gibson, 


of the Guion Company. Our bag- 
gage was by the Customs 
officers, and afterwards the Saints 
were placed abourd the tender, and 
taken to Custie Gardens, where they 

ed the authorities without the 
east trouble. At 6.30 p.m. our com- 
pany left there on the same tender for 
the Oid Dominion Whart, where they 
were put abvard the 8.8. Wyanoke, 
and very comfortably located for the 


t 6.30 Wednesday morning, the 
—— together and — 
cilled, and after singing a hymn 
were rendered to God for his 
preserving care that has been over 
the company. 
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The Saints are feeling well, and not 
a hitch has occurred 20 interfere with 
our progress thus far. We leave tbis 
afternoon, about 3 o’clock for Norfolk. 
The brethren join in best wishes to 
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allat 42. Weremain your brethren 
in the cause of Truth, 

Wu. Woon, President. 

Cuas. Kinestoy, Secretary. 


MINUTES OF THE SHEFFIELD CONFERENCE, 
HELD IN THE SPIRITUALISTS HALL, SHEFFIELD, JUNE 3, 1888. 
—0 


Exprrs present from Utah: Apostle 
George Teasdale ; Elder Phillips, Pre- 
sident of, and H. J. Giles, Traveling 
Elder in the Manchester Conference; 
Elder Geo. G. Hales, President of, and 
W. W. Bronson, W. H. Hill, John H. 
Hayes, Traveling Elders in the Not- 
tingham Conference; Elder Henry 
Walsh, President of, and Geo. Wads- 
worth, John Howard, Joseph Rey- 
nolds, Joseph Barker, R. C. Koell, 
Traveling Elders in the Sheffield Con- 


ference. 
10-30 a.m. 
Singing Prayer by Elder Wads- 
worth. Sin 


ng. 
President Tessdale made a few re- 
marks on the Sacrament, showing 
the necessity of partaking of it in an 
acceptable manner before God It 
was administered by Elders Howard 
and Wadsworth. 

The report of the Hoyland Com- 
mon District was given by Elder 
Geo. Wadsworth. he Saints were 
keeping the commandments of God, 
with a few exceptions. 13 

Elder Reynolds confirmed the re- 
marks of Elder Wadsworth, and testi- 
fied to the divinity of the work. 

Elder John Howard reported Ches- 
terfield District. It was not so favor- 
able as Hoyland Common, but they 
had done their best both by tracting 
and preaching. He bore his testi- 
mony to the truth of the Gospel. 

Elder R. C. Knell confirmed the re- 

rt of Elder Howard, and was fol- 
— by Elder Joseph Barker, who 
exhorted the Saints to works of right- 
eousness. 

Elder Bronson, of the Nottingham 
Conference, addreased the meeting at 
some length on the duty and respon- 
sibility of the Saints; and was fol- 
lowed by Elder John B. who 
testified to the truth of great 


Latter-day work. Singing. Benedic- 
tion by Elder Hales. 

Th — 

e opening prayer was 
Elder Howard. 

Elders Hill, Phillips, Giles, and 
Hales occupied the principal part of 
the time, discoursing on the first prin- 
ciples of the Guspel, the necessity of 
works as well as faith, baptism for the 
remission of sin, the establishment of 
the kingdom of God on earth in ful- 
fillment of prophecy, the order and 
necessity of gathering to Zion were 
the themes of the remarks of the 
brethren. 

President Teasdale made a few re- 
marks, in which he testified to the 
people that it was within their power 
to obtain a testimony like those they 
had heard borne by the elders who 
had spoken that afternoon. God was 
no respecter of — and would 
give to those who sought it a know- 
ledge of the truth. Singing. The 
Benediction was pronounced by Pre- 
sident W 

6-15 P.M. 

Singing. Prayer by Elder Bron- 


son. 

President Walsh read the financial 
and statistical reports for the half - 
year ended April 30th, 1888; and 
also presented the general and local 
authorities of the Church, all of whom 
were sustained in their respective 
positions and callings. After attend- 
lag to these items of business, Pre- 
sident Walsh proceeded to make some 
remarks on the subject of authority 
to administer the ordinances of the 
Gospel, concluding by testifying that 


b 
— — was a Prophet of 
and received authority from 
to act in His name. 
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